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Acts 20:1 (NIV) 

1
When the uproar had ended, Paul sent for the disciples and, after encouraging them, said good-

by and set out for Macedonia.  

Acts 20:2 (NIV) 

2
He traveled through that area, speaking many words of encouragement to the people, and finally 

arrived in Greece,  

Acts 20:3 (NIV) 

3
where he stayed three months. Because the Jews made a plot against him just as he was about to 

sail for Syria, he decided to go back through Macedonia.  

Acts 20:4 (NIV) 

4
He was accompanied by Sopater son of Pyrrhus from Berea, Aristarchus and Secundus from 

Thessalonica, Gaius from Derbe, Timothy also, and Tychicus and Trophimus from the province 

of Asia.  

Acts 20:5 (NIV) 

5
These men went on ahead and waited for us at Troas.  

Acts 20:6 (NIV) 

6
But we sailed from Philippi after the Feast of Unleavened Bread, and five days later joined the 

others at Troas, where we stayed seven days. 

 

Acts 20:7 (NIV) 

7
On the first day of the week we came together to break bread. Paul spoke to the people and, 

because he intended to leave the next day, kept on talking until midnight.  

 

What is significant about breaking bread on the first day of the 

week? 

 

Acts 20:8 (NIV) 

8
There were many lamps in the upstairs room where we were meeting.  

Acts 20:9 (NIV) 

9
Seated in a window was a young man named Eutychus, who was sinking into a deep sleep as 

Paul talked on and on. When he was sound asleep, he fell to the ground from the third story and 

was picked up dead.  
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Acts 20:10 (NIV) 

10
Paul went down, threw himself on the young man and put his arms around him. “Don’t be 

alarmed,” he said. “He’s alive!”  

Acts 20:11 (NIV) 

11
Then he went upstairs again and broke bread and ate. After talking until daylight, he left.  

Acts 20:12 (NIV) 

12
The people took the young man home alive and were greatly comforted. 

 

Acts 20:13 (NIV) 

13
We went on ahead to the ship and sailed for Assos, where we were going to take Paul aboard. 

He had made this arrangement because he was going there on foot.  

Acts 20:14 (NIV) 

14
When he met us at Assos, we took him aboard and went on to Mitylene.  

Acts 20:15 (NIV) 

15
The next day we set sail from there and arrived off Kios. The day after that we crossed over to 

Samos, and on the following day arrived at Miletus.  

Acts 20:16 (NIV) 

16
Paul had decided to sail past Ephesus to avoid spending time in the province of Asia, for he 

was in a hurry to reach Jerusalem, if possible, by the day of Pentecost. 

 

Why did Paul want to be in Jerusalem at Pentecost? 

 

Acts 20:17 (NIV) 

17
From Miletus, Paul sent to Ephesus for the elders of the church.  

Acts 20:18 (NIV) 

18
When they arrived, he said to them: “You know how I lived the whole time I was with you, 

from the first day I came into the province of Asia.  

Acts 20:19 (NIV) 

19
I served the Lord with great humility and with tears, although I was severely tested by the plots 

of the Jews.  

Acts 20:20 (NIV) 

20
You know that I have not hesitated to preach anything that would be helpful to you but have 

taught you publicly and from house to house.  

Acts 20:21 (NIV) 
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21

I have declared to both Jews and Greeks that they must turn to God in repentance and have 

faith in our Lord Jesus. 

Acts 20:22 (NIV) 

22
“And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to 

me there.  

Acts 20:23 (NIV) 

23
I only know that in every city the Holy Spirit warns me that prison and hardships are facing 

me.  

Jerusalem.... What, is he nuts?   

That is command central for the opposition to the Church.   

 

Acts 20:24 (NIV) 

24
However, I consider my life worth nothing to me, if only I may finish the race and complete the 

task the Lord Jesus has given me—the task of testifying to the gospel of God’s grace. 

 

Acts 20:25 (NIV) 

25
“Now I know that none of you among whom I have gone about preaching the kingdom will 

ever see me again.  

Acts 20:26 (NIV) 

26
Therefore, I declare to you today that I am innocent of the blood of all men.  

Acts 20:27 (NIV) 

27
For I have not hesitated to proclaim to you the whole will of God.  

Acts 20:28 (NIV) 

28
Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you 

overseers.� Be shepherds of the church of God,� which he bought with his own blood.  

Acts 20:29 (NIV) 

29
I know that after I leave, savage wolves will come in among you and will not spare the flock.  

Acts 20:30 (NIV) 

30
Even from your own number men will arise and distort the truth in order to draw away 

disciples after them.  

Acts 20:31 (NIV) 

31
So be on your guard! Remember that for three years I never stopped warning each of you night 

and day with tears. 

Acts 20:32 (NIV) 
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32

“Now I commit you to God and to the word of his grace, which can build you up and give you 

an inheritance among all those who are sanctified.  

Acts 20:33 (NIV) 

33
I have not coveted anyone’s silver or gold or clothing.  

Acts 20:34 (NIV) 

34
You yourselves know that these hands of mine have supplied my own needs and the needs of 

my companions.  

Acts 20:35 (NIV) 

35
In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help the weak, 

remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’” 

 

Acts 20:36 (NIV) 

36
When he had said this, he knelt down with all of them and prayed.  

Acts 20:37 (NIV) 

37
They all wept as they embraced him and kissed him.  

Acts 20:38 (NIV) 

38
What grieved them most was his statement that they would never see his face again. Then they 

accompanied him to the ship. 

So what happened to Ephesus? 

 

Early Ephesus: 

 Founded by Paul 52-53 AD   (There for 3 years) 

  Mighty works of God (Miracles {Paul’s handkerchief}, exorcism (19:11-17) 

  Sacrificial Purging of sin (19:18-20) 

  Faith impacting their world  (riots 19:23-41) 

  Needing Leadership and guidance  (pauls instructions 20:17-21) 

 

Middle Period: 

 57-61 AD  4-10 years later 

 Dependant leaders 

 Weak in doctrine  20:28-30,  
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Unclear on the power of the grace of God:  

Paul instructs how to fight false teaching… 

 

Ephesians 1:17 (NIV) 

17
I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you 

the Spirit���� of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better.  

Ephesians 1:18 (NIV) 

18
I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the 

hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints,  

Ephesians 1:19 (NIV) 

19
and his incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is like the working of 

his mighty strength,  

 

Ephesians 3:14 (NIV) 

14
For this reason I kneel before the Father,  

Ephesians 3:15 (NIV) 

15
from whom his whole family���� in heaven and on earth derives its name.  

Ephesians 3:16 (NIV) 

16
I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit 

in your inner being,  

Ephesians 3:17 (NIV) 

17
so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted 

and established in love,  

Ephesians 3:18 (NIV) 

18
may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and 

deep is the love of Christ,  

Ephesians 3:19 (NIV) 

19
and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of 

all the fullness of God. 

Why would this be effective against false teaching? 

Ephesians 3:20 (NIV) 

20
Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according 

to his power that is at work within us,  
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They had the wrong ideas about things.... 

 Ephesians 4:17 (NIV) 

17
So I tell you this, and insist on it in the Lord, that you must no longer live as the Gentiles 

do, in the futility of their thinking.  

 

They have lost some of the closeness of heart..... 

There is now discord… 

Ephesians 4:25 (NIV) 

25
Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to his neighbor, for we 

are all members of one body.  

Ephesians 4:26 (NIV) 

26
“In your anger do not sin”���� : Do not let the sun go down while you are still angry,  

Ephesians 4:27 (NIV) 

27
and do not give the devil a foothold.  

 

They had troubles getting along with one another,  

 and speaking inappropriately..... 

 

Ephesians 4:29 (NIV) 

29
Do not let any unwholesome talk (worthless rotten talk) come out of your mouths, but only 

what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who 

listen.  

Ephesians 4:30 (NIV) 

30
And do not grieve (sorrow, pain, distress) the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed 

for the day of redemption.  

Ephesians 4:31 (NIV) 

31
Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of malice. 

Ephesians 4:32 (NIV) 

32
Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave 

you. 

They had trouble with false doctrines:    

 

1 Timothy 1:3 (NIV) 
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3
As I urged you when I went into Macedonia, stay there in Ephesus so that you may command 

certain men not to teach false doctrines any longer  

1 Timothy 1:4 (NIV) 

4
nor to devote themselves to myths and endless genealogies. the making of a pedigree These 

promote controversies rather than God’s work—which is by faith.  

What are the parallels today?  (side doctrines) 

1 Timothy 1:5 (NIV) 

5
The goal of this command is love, which comes from a pure heart and a good conscience and a 

sincere faith.  

1 Timothy 1:6 (NIV) 

6
Some have wandered away from these and turned to meaningless talk.  

1 Timothy 1:7 (NIV) 

7
They want to be teachers of the law, but they do not know what they are talking about or what 

they so confidently affirm. 

 

The Late Period  (95AD, 30 yrs later) 

 the Lord speaks to the Ephesian Church as follows: 

 

Revelation 2:1 (NIV) 

“To the angel� of the church in Ephesus write: 

These are the words of him who holds the seven stars in his right hand and walks among the 

seven golden lampstands:  

Revelation 2:2 (NIV) 

2
I know your deeds, your hard work and your perseverance. I know that you cannot tolerate 

wicked men, that you have tested those who claim to be apostles but are not, and have found 

them false.  

Hey Paul did it!!!!! They got it about false teaching 

Revelation 2:3 (NIV) 

3
You have persevered and have endured hardships for my name, and have not grown weary. 

 

Revelation 2:4 (NIV) 

4
Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken your first love.  

What is meant by “first love”? 
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Revelation 2:5 (NIV) 

5
Remember the height from which you have fallen! Repent and do the things you did at first. If 

you do not repent, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place.  

What are the things they did at first? 

 

Revelation 2:6 (NIV) 

6
But you have this in your favor: You hate the practices of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. 

 

Revelation 2:7 (NIV) 

7
He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes, I 

will give the right to eat from the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God. 

 

Synopsis (late period):   

Strong in works and perseverence  (2:2a) 

Intolerant of moral and doctrinal error  (2:2b) 

Endured hardship  (2:3) 

 

Overall, very cool church.... But.... 

 Lost their first love  (2:4) 

 

What does “remove your lampstand from its place” mean? (v2:5) 

 

Christian church there survived all this.      

 Temple of Diana became less and less popular 

  It burned in 262 AD, never to be rebuilt 

  Ephesus was by this time known as a Christian City 

   The river shifted, the coast filled in and the city faded later 
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Worship of Diana had previously gone on for THOUSANDS OF YEARS 

  In ephesus since 1000 BC, at least 

   Borrowed from Mesopotamian fertility goddess 

 

 

Rob Bryceson christian lives: 

Beginning period: 

���� Drink in and enjoy the power of God in your life 

���� Keep purging your life of what God wants out 

���� Find a guide (like the elders appointed,  

���� You know you are past this period, when you want to serve 

 

Middle Period: 

 

���� Serving, Involvement, Leadership 

���� Seeking unity,  

���� Seek clear doctrine 

���� Don’t get entangled in sub-doctrines (tongues, election, etc) 

 

 

Later Period: 

 

���� No tolerance for false doctrine and wickedness 

���� Confidence in faith to withstand storms 

���� Can offer great council and insite 

���� Danger of losing zeal and passion for the Lord 

   
 


